[Pneumatosis Cystoides Intestinalis after Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation for Malignant Lymphoma - A Case Report].
A 47-year-old man underwent hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for malignant lymphoma. He developed acute skin graft versus host disease(GVHD)and pneumomycosis which were treated with steroids. One hundred and fifteen days later, the patient had a diagnosis of free gas images in the abdominal cavity and streakly air collections in the bowel wall from the ascending colon to the sigmoid colon in the CT scan. He was asymptomatic and his physical examination was unrevealing. We diagnosed his condition as pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis(PCI). He was managed conservatively with the high concentration oxygen administration. The CT scan performed 3 days later revealed the marked improvement of intramural gas and disappearance of free gas. We considered image in the abdominal cavity that the occurrence of PCI was related to the damage of the bowel mucosa due to long term corticosteroid administration. In patients demonstrating PCI with free air in the abdominal cavity, it is important to evaluate not only the diagnostic date based on the physical, laboratory, and imaging findings, but also their medical history. Furthermore, it is important to make a correct diagnosis to avoid unnecessary surgery.